
Essiet Essiet IBO with Sylvia Cuenca 

Short description (136 characters): “Essiet Essiet is, as always, a rock solid foundation on 
which the others build their improvisational construction.”—Seacoast Newsletter 

Full bio (423 words): Essiet Okon Essiet first received critical acclaim more than a decade ago 
as a member of saxophonist Bobby Watson’s post-hard-bop group Horizon. He has since 
established himself as one of New York’s premier bassists.  

He began his musical studies at age ten on the violin. His father worked for the United States 
and Nigerian governments, his job taking the family to many places, including Europe, Africa, 
and various cities in the United States. His family finally settled in Portland, Oregon, where he 
began studying bass at the age of fourteen. His early exposure to many cultures, languages, 
and religions fostered his worldview of strength through diversity. “Some musicians are purists,” 
said Essiet, “but I like to mix styles. I like many different types of cultures.” 

His big break came in 1982, when he met Chicago-based percussionist Famoudou Don Moye, a 
founding member of such important collectives as the Art Ensemble of Chicago and the 
Leaders. Moye asked Essiet to join his quartet, and during that same year the bassist met 
Abdullah Ibrahim, the famed South African pianist. Working with Ibrahim, Essiet toured the 
globe, splitting his time between Europe and the United States. Eventually, Essiet joined Art 
Blakey and the Jazz Messengers and settled in New York City. 

In the 1990s, the bassist began what has proven to be a significant freelance career. He has 
performed and recorded with such notables as Benny Golson, Freddie Hubbard, Bobby 
Hutcherson, Pat Martino, Kenny Burrell, Jackie McLean, Kenny Barron, Billy Higgins, Dee Dee 
Bridgewater, Kenny Garrett, Kurt Elling, and Geri Allen. In his festival performance, Essiet leads 
his own group, IBO, a Nigerian jazz project that mixes jazz harmonies with West African 
rhythms. 

Sylvia Cuenca is a drummer on the New York jazz scene who has had shared the bandstand 
with saxophone legend Joe Henderson for 4 years and trumpet legend Clark Terry for 17 years. 
She was a guest clinician at the Sisters in Jazz Program at the IAJE Convention in NYC and the 
Mary Lou Williams Jazz Festival at the Kennedy Center. Cuenca has been a longtime faculty 
member at the Jazz for Teens and Pre-Teen Program at NJPAC and the Stanford Jazz 
Workshop. 

Rich Halley 5 with Vinny Golia 

Short description (127 characters): Rich Halley quartet plus Los Angeles–based multi-reed 
virtuoso Golia perform music from their most recent release, The Outlier. 

Full bio (168 words): Rich Halley is a saxophonist and composer based in Portland, Oregon. 
He is known both for his asymmetric and rhythmic compositions and his fiery improvisations. 
Halley has released twenty critically acclaimed recordings, including over one hundred original 



compositions. He leads the Rich Halley 4, which features Los Angeles trombonist Michael 
Vlatkovich, Canadian bassist Clyde Reed, and Halley’s son, drummer Carson Halley. 

As a composer, Vinny Golia fuses the rich heritage of jazz, contemporary classical and world 
music into his own unique compositions. As a bandleader, Golia has presented his music to 
concert audiences worldwide in ensembles varying dramatically in size and instrumentation. A 
multi-woodwind performer, Golia's recordings have been consistently picked by music journals 
for yearly "ten best" lists. Additionally, he has also contributed original compositions and scores 
to ballet and modern dance works, video, theatrical productions, and film. 

As All About Jazz described Halley’s most recent release with Golia, The Outlier, “The music’s 
appeal is its unusual and engaging mixture of structure and freedom—sometimes very wild 
freedom.” 

Blue Cranes 

Short description (112 characters): “One of Portland’s brightest lights…evoking post-rock 
icons Sigur Ros and Godspeed You! Black Emperor.”—Downbeat 

Full bio (173 words): Since its formation in 2007, Blue Cranes has become a key player in the 
Portland, Oregon, creative music/DIY scene. The quintet has a singular musical voice grounded 
in melody and explosive improvisations, establishing a unique microcosmic territory in post-jazz 
circles. 

Reed Wallsmith on alto saxophone, Joe Cunningham on tenor saxophone, Rebecca Sanborn 
on keyboards, Jon Shaw on bass, and Ji Tanzer on drums bring an array of experiences, 
including work with AU, the Decemberists, Laura Veirs, Wayne Horvitz, Rebecca Gates, Laura 
Gibson, Ethan Rose, Dirty Revival, Black Prairie, and Portland Cello Project. 

In June 2013, the band took an evolutionary step forward with the release of Swim, its fourth 
full-length album. Steered dutifully by producer Nate Query of the Decemberists, Swim is the 
culmination of several projects, including a thirty-day crowd-sourced Amtrak tour and a 
seven-day group composition retreat, supported in part by a grant from Portland’s Regional Arts 
and Culture Council. The group is at work on a series of collaborations with Portland-based 
vocalist-composers. 

David Friesen Quartet 

Short description (130 characters): “Bassist David Friesen is a phenomenon, a player whose 
musicianship, tone, time, and imagination are uncategorizable.”—Nat Hentoff 

Full bio (105 words): Montavilla resident and bassist David Friesen has recorded over 
seventy-five CDs as a leader/co-leader and appeared as a sideman or featured artist on more 
than one hundred recordings. He has performed and/or recorded with many of the great names 
of jazz, including Stan Getz, Dexter Gordon, Joe Henderson, Sam Rivers, Michael Brecker, Bud 
Shank, Dizzy Gillespie, Woody Shaw, Freddie Hubbard, Art Farmer, Clark Terry, Mal Waldron, 



Jaki Byard, Kenny Drew Sr., Chick Corea, Milt Jackson, John Scofield, Philly Joe Jones, Elvin 
Jones, Paul Motian, Jack DeJohnette, and Airto Moreira. He has been nominated as best jazz 
bassist by the American Jazz Awards. 

PJCE with Jasnam Daya Singh 

Short description (135 characters): The nonprofit PJCE teams up with Brazilian American 
composer Jasnam Daya Singh to premiere a brand-new work, “Ektah—The Unity Project.” 

Full bio (115 words): Jasnam Daya Singh (most recently known as Weber Iago) has developed 
a style that unites classical, jazz, and Brazilian music. Singh (under the name Weber 
Drummond) recorded two CDs with Brazilian guitar great Romero Lubambo. He has been 
nominated for a Latin Grammy. 

The Portland Jazz Composers’ Ensemble (PJCE) commissions and performs original works by 
its members and other local jazz composers. The PJCE has received support from the Oregon 
Community Foundation, the Regional Arts and Culture Council, and the Oregon Arts 
Commission.  

Singh had this to say about the commission he received from the PJCE: “I want, with this piece, 
to bring to the forefront the beauty that exists in being connected to all.” 

Ezra Weiss Sextet 

Short description (130 characters): Internationally acclaimed composer/pianist Ezra Weiss 
leads an incredible sextet composed of world-class Portland-based musicians. 

Full bio (109 words): Composer/pianist Ezra Weiss leads Farnell Newton, John Nastos, Devin 
Phillips, Jon Shaw, and Christopher Brown in bringing their talents to his original compositions 
and arrangements. The sextet’s album Before You Know It [Live in Portland] earned attention 
from both radio and press, making numerous Top 10 lists in 2014. 

Weiss has recorded six albums as a leader and has led bands at major venues, including 
Dizzy’s Club Coca-Cola in New York, the Triple Door in Seattle, and Catalina’s in Los Angeles. 
He won the ASCAP Young Jazz Composer Award three times. Now he leads a big band and is 
on the Portland State University jazz department faculty. 

 

Andre St. James Sound Ensemble with George Sams and India Cooke 

Short description (133 characters): Portland bassist leads a groundbreaking set featuring St. 
Louis avant-garde trumpeter George Sams and Bay Area violinist India Cooke. 

Full bio (111 words): Over the last three decades, bassist Andre St. James has worked with an 
astonishing who’s who of modern jazz. St. James’s strong sense of lyricism, buoyancy, and 



surging momentum as well as a deep respect for both tradition and innovation have taken him 
bop to open-ended avant-garde. 

Violinist, composer, and educator India Cooke plays classical to jazz. Her continuing jazz and 
improvisation experiences include performances with Pharoah Sanders, Sun Ra, Cecil Tayor, 
and Pauline Oliveros. 

George Sams helped found the San Francisco Jazz Society and was instrumental in forming St. 
Louis’s Black Artists Group, a circle that included Hamiet Bluiett, Shirley LaFlore, J. D. Parran, 
and Charles “Bobo” Shaw.  

Rebecca Kilgore with Randy Porter, Tom Wakeling, and Rob Davis 

Short description (135 characters): One of America’s leading song stylists leads her quartet 
of well-known Portland jazz stalwarts for a captivating set of original songs. 

Full bio (118 words): Rebecca Kilgore’s clear voice, floating lyricism, and heartfelt joy in songs 
familiar and obscure have made her a favorite on National Public Radio’s Fresh Air with Terry 
Gross and A Prairie Home Companion, and she has appeared at Carnegie Hall with Michael 
Feinstein.  For three consecutive years, she has been invited to perform at the Mabel Mercer 
Cabaret Convention in Lincoln Center and Town Hall. Kilgore has recorded more than forty 
CDs. 

Jazz pianist, composer, and arranger Randy Porter not only improvises sparkling melodies but 
is a memorable ensemble player. For over forty years, Tom Wakeling has put his bass to work 
in concert halls, jazz night clubs, and recording studios and at music festivals throughout the 
world. 

Joe Manis Double Drum Quartet 

Short description (114 characters): Rising saxophone star and SteepleChase recording artist 
leads a quartet that plays freewheeling, high-energy jazz. 

Full bio (117 words): Saxophonist Joe Manis is the recipient of a 2013 Oregon Arts 
Commission Individual Artist Fellowship. He plays alto and soprano saxophone with the Alan 
Jones Sextet, has toured Europe as a duo with David Friesen, and plays with Friesen’s Quartet 
and Quintet. Manis has played with Zimbabwean artist Dr. Thomas Mapfumo and the Blacks 
Unlimited, including a performance at Carnegie Hall’s Zankel Hall, and appears on their album 
Rise Up! He has also performed with artists as varied as the George Colligan Quartet, the 
Chuck Israels Jazz Orchestra, the Ken Schaphorst Big Band, the Temptations, comedian Bob 
Newhart, Wayne Newton, the Oregon Bach Festival Orchestra, the Sunriver Music Festival 
Orchestra, the Eugene Symphony, and the Eugene Opera. 

Ron Steen Quartet 



Short description (130 characters): Portland jazz legend brings a brand-new quartet to open 
Montavilla Jazz Festival 2017, playing energetic, swinging original tunes. 

Full bio (98 words): Veteran drummer and bandleader Ron Steen is one of the Northwest’s top 
rhythm keepers and leaders. He has performed with an impressive list of jazz artists, including 
Joe Henderson, Woody Shaw, Dexter Gordon, Eddie Harris, Sonny Stitt, and Charles Lloyd. He 
is also the “Godfather of Jazz Jams” in Portland, having hosted jam sessions since 1980. Many 
notable jazz stars who come through town make a point of showing up to play at these. Steen is 
also a sought-after bandleader and sideman. His peers hold him in high regard for his precision 
and versatility behind the kit. 

Trio Subtonic with Dan Balmer 

Short description (131 characters): This groove-heavy power trio that blends genre-bending 
funk with slow-burning soul jazz features Portland guitar legend Dan Balmer. 

Full bio (106 words): Led by keyboardist Galen Clark and including Bill Athens on bass and 
Russ Kleiner on drums, Trio Subtonic explores a unique mixture of rock, soul, funk, hip hop, and 
jazz that draws in listeners and pushes boundaries.  

Dan Balmer, long considered one of the finest guitarists, composers, and educators in the 
Northwest, has been a frequent collaborator with the trio for several years. Balmer is the 
youngest person to be included in both the Oregon Music Hall of Fame and the Jazz Society of 
Oregon Hall of Fame and is hailed by the Los Angeles Times as “the model of what a 
contemporary guitarist should be.” 

Quadraphonnes + Andrew Durkin 

Short description (122 characters): The accomplished all-female saxophone quartet performs 
compositions of former Industrial Jazz Group leader, Andrew Durkin. 

Full bio (91 words): Passionate about the saxophone, its characteristics and possibilities, the 
Quadraphonnes are adventurous. Covering a variety of musical styles, from jazz-funk-pop to 
avant-garde, gypsy-punk, and classical, the Quads are celebrating their eighth year together. 

Andrew Durkin is a composer and writer living in Portland. His most recent release, Breath of 
Fire, is on PJCE Records and received a four-star rating in Downbeat. His first book, 
Decomposition: A Music Manifesto, was published in 2014 by Pantheon. Durkin is best known 
as the leader of the Industrial Jazz Group.  

 

 






